BACKGROUNDER

FINALISTS FOR THE 2006 BRITISH COLUMBIA AWARD 

FOR CANADIAN NON-FICTION 

REBECCA GODFREY for Under the Bridge (HarperCollins)

Under the Bridge is a mesmerizing evocation of the lives of several teenagers whose suburban vanities and prejudices combine to produce the unthinkable: the murder of one among their midst. With measured prose, beautiful in its starkness, Rebecca Godfrey reconstructs the circumstances of the murder of 14-year-old Reena Virk, the unravelling of the secret of it, and the trial and its aftermath.

J.B. MacKINNON for Dead Man in Paradise (Douglas & McIntyre)

In Dead Man in Paradise, J.B. MacKinnon sets out to uncover the truth about the killing of an uncle he never knew, a Canadian Catholic priest, 40 years earlier in the Dominican Republic. Part socio-cultural adventure, part macabre mystery, part hard-scrabble travel, the story of his attempts to penetrate the “culture of impunity” to find those responsible is told in vivid and urgent language, and is threaded with implicit moral dilemma, inviting reflections on the durability of faith and the realities of the hope for justice in an unbearably unjust world.

JOHN TERPSTRA for The Boys, or Waiting for the Electrician’s Daughter (Gaspereau Press)

John Terpstra’s The Boys is a personal account of the short lives of his three young brothers-in-law, who each struggled with the gradual but relentless physical deterioration brought on by muscular dystrophy. It may sound too painful to read, but with prose that is lyrical and poetic. Terpstra paints loving portraits of the boys, powerfully evoking the richness of humour in their lives. Through their story, he brings us close to that most elusive and profound truth—an understanding of the meaning and value of our human lives.

JOHN VAILLANT for The Golden Spruce (Knopf Canada)

Using as the central tale one man’s destruction of a legendary tree in BC’s coastal rainforest, The Golden Spruce makes a profound statement about man’s conflicted relationship with the wilderness. John Vaillant recreates the teeming life of the natural landscape and artfully melds it with the story of man in that setting—as logger, as European explorer, and as the people of Haida Gwaii (the traditional name for the Queen Charlotte Islands)—while probing the mystery of one man’s defiant act.

The British Columbia Award for Canadian Non-Fiction is a major literary award established in BC to honour Canada’s finest writers of literary non-fiction. Presented annually, its value is $25,000.

Eligible Books

· All entries must be first print editions published in Canada in English between


January 1 and December 31, 2005, and be widely available to Canadian readers in 
bookstores and libraries.

· All entries must be authored by a Canadian citizen or a permanent resident of Canada.

· Entries may be authored by one or two individuals. Multi-authored titles are not eligible.

· Only works of literary non-fiction are eligible. Entries should demonstrate a high standard of craft and quality of thought, whatever their subject or category within the genre.

· Self-published books are not eligible. These are understood to include books authored by a senior officer of the book’s publishing firm, and/or whose publication was underwritten in part or whole by the author.

· Posthumously published books are not eligible.

· The jury may request submissions at its discretion.

The British Columbia Award for Canadian Non-Fiction was established by the British Columbia Achievement Foundation. This foundation is independent, created in 2003 with an initial endowment of $6 million from the Province of BC. Its mandate is to recognize outstanding community, creative, intellectual, and cultural contributions and to promoting a climate of possibility and encouragement.

The British Columbia Award for Canadian Non-Fiction is one of three awards developed by the foundation. The others are the BC Community Achievement Awards, which recognize those who have made a significant contribution to their community, and the BC Creative Achievement Awards, which recognize excellence in applied art and design.

